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Review

Amar Maa Ebong Onyo Shobar Maa by Mr. Fazlul Bari

Afroza Khanam

ERB-NTTF @ AC-JVART TP ISP TG 7 GG (@R RFENE (Gf2FT-G 2055 RATT) IS
FCARAT , A FACEIAIN: ST 5 G & T 3 % A1 JKI0S AAere SFaCe NHaq Sl | @I
NG GG I O T& (TP ZCNZCET G/ | ST ARPCAIET Y GIFTE PG BETer FET=1a] PR | O
FeCAGTTS (@73 JFIT T AT P FAZ | — AT

Firstly it was an absolute delight and honour
to be able to read and review this
well-thought out article by Fazlul Bari. The
perspective of this article is thought
provoking and enlightening which highlights
an aspect which would otherwise go
unnoticed. The writer has beautifully called
attention to the remarkable contribution in
the social development of the middle class
family in the twentieth century.

His anecdotal style of narration makes the
reader feel a personal relationship with the
article where they can also evaluate the role
their own mothers played in the
developments of their lives. The writer makes
various important points throughout the
article and includes statistics which support
his claims aptly. He also mentions the source
of the statistics in the footnote which makes
the points more valid and the article
praiseworthy.

The writer has described the socio-economic
aspect of the early twentieth century
precisely and given a crystal clear picture so
that anyone is able to understand the
circumstances back then. He has also
described the rise of the educated middle
class who in turn have shaped the era of
development in Bangladesh. In doing so he
has made excellent connections between the
contribution  of  mothers and  the
development of the society.

He has narrated three specific incidents from
his past about two distinctive mother figures
in his life. From those incidents he has
skillfully extracted the characteristics of

mothers during that time which have
contributed to the success of the middle
class. He has pointed out that though these
women may not have had formal education
but they possessed great intelligence,
prudence, wisdom and excellent decision
making power which has led to the ultimate
betterment of the society. The writer has also
made a very significant point on how the
mothers not only helped their own children
but also played remarkable roles in the lives
of others. They provided shelter, care, love
and affection to others such as relatives and
neighbours which helped them to study and
improve their lives. They not only nurtured
their own children but provided the same
affections to others which helped speed up
the process of development. Lastly he makes
another very important point where he
applauds the support the women provided to
their husbands at that time. The women were
very patient, respectful and devoted to their
husbands. The husband was the source of
finance while the wives handled the
expenditure and management of the funds
making appropriate decisions.

Lastly, | would like to appreciate the thought
provoking nature of this article. Reading this
article has made me re-evaluate the role my
own mother played in the development of my
life and that of my siblings. This is a tribute to
all the great mothers who have sacrificed
immensely for the sake of their children.
Whoever comes across this article will
re-discover their mothers and appreciate
their efforts which shaped their lives.

February 22, 2020
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